My Three Years in America

wore all thrashed out in great detail in this country, before the
Examination, Committee of the National Assembly, in the winter
of 1016-17. And, according to the evidence given, the decisive
cause of the failure of the scheme was the distrust Which the most
influential statesmen felt towards the President. If any con-
fidence hud been felt in Mr. Wilson, Hcrr von Buthmanu-Hollweg
would have opposed the adoption of the U-boat war, and would
have allowed the President's efforts for mediation to pursue
their course. As a witness before the Committee, he himself
said:                                                                              ^
0
" There can ho no doubt * now that we can look back upon
events, that wo should have done better had we placed our
fate in President Wilson's hands, and had accepted his offers
of mediation/*
d
As I have already pointed out, the factor whirh in my opinion
was largely responsible for determining the course wo ultimately
adopted, was the underestimation and ignorance of America
which was so widespread in Germany, Front the very first
moment the problem was not properly understood by the German
nation* The fact was overlooked that the most important
battle of the war was taking place in Washington, and when the
tragedy reached its climax* no one belioveid that, with all her
political, military and economic power, the United States of
America would ever enter into the war.
Finally, it has been pointed out as an objection to my view,
that, after all, the Entente would have rejected Wilson's efforts
at mediation. I am no longer in a position to prove the contrary
to-day, and it is, of course, just possible, that the President and
Mr, House were mistaken in assuming as much as they did'
If at that time, however, we expected the Entente to reject
Mr. Wilson's offer of mediation, we should at all events have
postponed the U-boat war, and accepted American intervention,
in order to improve our* diplomatic position in Washington,
before having recourse to the ultima ratio, It seems to have
our destiny that all our most important decisions of the war
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